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November 27, 2022 

Today’s children’s church leader is Susan Gilbert; next week is Melanie Mickleboro. 

 
Join us each Sunday of Advent starting today for our combined Sunday School. We’ll 
enjoy light breakfast, coffee, and juice. We will discuss "Christmas in the Four Gospel 
Homes", an Advent study by Cynthia Campbell about how each of the gospels approaches 
the idea of God coming in Christ, from Luke's story of angels and shepherds, to Matthew's 
addition of wise men, to Mark starting with an adult Jesus coming to John for baptism, to 
John's philosophical beginning with the Logos becoming flesh and dwelling among us. They 
aren't just different versions of the story. They each have reasons for telling it the way they 
do. Along the way, we will make a different decoration to represent Christmas in  
Matthew's house, in Mark's house, in Luke's house, and in John's house. It will be fun and 
thought provoking for all ages, young and old alike. 
 
Christmas Extravaganza, December 11. Started by our worship trumpeter Michael 
Wheeler, this has been an annual tradition for many years and we’re excited to continue it 
this year — a joyful night of jazzy Christmas music, from traditional carols to radio favor-
ites; all the ones you know and love! Vocals and instrumentation will be performed by  
various local artists and our own talented FPC folks. More details to come!  
 
The Clayton Community Big Band that Michael Wheeler plays with is having a free  
concert on November 28 at 7:30pm. See details and get your tickets at spiveyhall.org. 
 
Have a Prayer Request? Submit it to our prayer chain! Please call Sharon's cell phone or 
email her to submit prayer requests or to receive emailed concerns. Sharon: 404-402-
4094 or sharart.ayers@gmail.com.  

1st Sunday of Advent 
 Hope 

Advent at a Glance 
 

November 27 Advent Sunday School begins & Hanging of the Greens Worship 
 

December 4 Giving Tree decorated with local children’s Christmas wishes 
 

December 11 Christmas Extravaganza and Potluck (time TBA) 
 

December 18 Emmanuel Christmas Cantata Musical Worship, 10:30am 
 

December 24 Candlelight Christmas Eve Communion Service, 7:00pm 
 

December 25 Christmas Worship with Breakfast and Carols, 9:30am  



Song                                      He Shall Reign Forevermore         Chris Tomlin, Matt Maher 
Verse 1 
In the bleak midwinter, all creation groans 
And for a world in darkness, 
frozen like a stone 
Light is breaking in a stable for a throne 
 

Chorus 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
Unto us a child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
 

Verse 2 
If I were a wise man, I would travel far 
And if I were a shepherd, 
I would do my part 
But, poor as I am, I will give to him my heart 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 

Closing Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;    
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 
 
* Please stand as you are able 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

Prelude  
 

Introduction to the Season of Advent 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

*Hymn #107               Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn             REJOICE, REJOICE 
 

Presentation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
    Hymn #88                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 1)              VENI EMMANUEL 
   

Presentation and Placing of the Evergreens  
    Hymn #88                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 2)              VENI EMMANUEL 
 

Presentation and Placing of the Poinsettias 
    Hymn #88                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 3)              VENI EMMANUEL 
  

Presentation and Hanging of the Christmons  
    Hymn #88                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 4)              VENI EMMANUEL 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Reading: Romans 13:11-14a 
 

Anthem                       
 

Sermon                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Alex Moses 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA) 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  
 preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
 eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
 Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
 and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
 vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, 
 delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 

Thank you to all who donated Poinsettias for our Advent season! They are simply beautiful.   
Dedications will be inserted in a bulletin later in December. If you purchased a poinsettia, you 

may take it home to keep after our Christmas Eve Communion Service. 
 

Welcome to all who are worshiping with us. Children ages 4 - 5th grade are invited to Children’s 

Church after the Children’s Time. Nursery is available for infants - age 3,  down Heritage Hall off 

the main lobby. Assistive hearing devices and large-print bulletins are available from an usher. 
As we enter a holy space and time this morning, please silence your electronic devices. 

Bridge 
Here within a manger lies 
The One who made the starry skies 
This baby born to give us life, 
Christ the Messiah 
Into our hopes, into our fears 
The Savior of the world appears 
The promise of eternal years 
Christ the Messiah 
 

And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
Unto us a child is born 
The King of kings and Lord of lords 
And he shall reign forevermore, forevermore 
He shall reign… He shall reign… 
He shall reign 


